
  

 
  
  
One Call  

A.   Don’t call a PI attorney more than necessary.  If they are acting in 
bad faith it doesn’t matter how many times you call.  One call we 
believe is sufficient to alert him or her they might have mistakenly 
forgot to honor your lien.  
   
Three Easy Steps:  
  
1. Write your Demand Letter giving the PI attorney 72 hours to pay  
 you.  This letter has collected millions for hard working doctors.   
 Attorneys don’t worry about telephone calls.  But they regard  
 written demands as something not to trifle with.  
  
2. If the attorney does not respond, file a complaint with the State  
 Bar.  The Bar controls his license to practice.  Attorneys who have  
 a number of complaints showing they are not managing their trust  
 account in an ethical manner will lose their license to practice.   

  This is powerful.   
 
3. Sue ‘em if they don’t pay.  It might seem that Small Claims was 

designed for the health care provider.  You can sue 2 times a year 
up to $10,000, if you are an individual or a sole proprietor. 
Corporations and other entities are limited to $5,000. In addition, a 
party (individuals or corporations) can file no more than two 
claims exceeding $2,500 in any court throughout the State of 
California during a calendar year.     

  

Shawn Steel Law Firm, APLC  

Johntawlian@shawnsteel.com  
800-626-0003  
  
  



  
(MODEL LETTER)  
  

HOWARD FIGHTBACK, DC  
8383 Wilshire Blvd. #640 
Beverly Hills, CA  90021  

  
CERTIFIED MAIL  

Mr. Michael Dewey, Esq. 
Dewey, Cheatum & Howe 1900 
Century Blvd.  
Redwood City, CA  95000  
  
RE:  DEMAND FOR PAYMENT IN 72 HOURS  
  Our Patient/ Your Client  : William Victim  
  Date of Accident    : January 1, 2000  
  Amount of Lien    : $1,500.00  
  
Dear Mr. Dewey:  
  
Enclosed please find a copy of the medical lien signed and dated by you.  This lien guarantees 
that your office will pay our office once the case is settled.  We understand that the case was 
settled recently and that our patient has already received his compensation.  
  
We assume that you will honor your lien contract; but your delay is causing us concern.  
Accordingly, we demand that full and immediate payment of $1,500.00 (see copy of bill and 
report).  I am sure you are familiar with the provisions of the Rules of Professional Conduct of 
the State Bar of California.  The Bar charges you as a fiduciary for moneys collected in this case.  
  
If payment is not made we will also have no alternative but to file a lawsuit against you and your 
firm.  
  
We prefer not to take these measures.  But unless we receive the payment within 72 hours from 
the date of this letter, we will be forced to take these measures.  
  
Sincerely yours,  
  
_________________________________  
Howard Fightback, DC  
  
cc:  William Victim  
  
Enc:   Medical Lien  
  Medical Report Medical Bill(s)     Letter from President of the 

State Bar of California P. Terry Anderlini  

  



 
  

 
 

  

  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 


